
The Combs and Finborough News Sheet 
Buxhall, Combs, Gt and Lt Finborough, Harleston, Onehouse and Shelland 

WELCOME as we keep in touch, pray and 

support each other. 

28th November 2021: Advent Sunday 

Church Services Today 9.30am Spiritual Communion on Zoom 

9.30am Holy Communion, Buxhall 
9.30am Morning Worship, Shelland 

     11.00am Holy Communion, Onehouse 
     11.00am Patronal Festival Holy Communion, Great Finborough 
     3.00pm Evening Prayer, Little Finborough  
Collect for today  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

Readings   

The reading is taken from Jeremiah 33.14-16 

33.14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfil the good promise I made to the 
people of Israel and Judah. 
33.15 “‘In those days and at that time     I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he 
will do what is just and right in the land. 
33.16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  This is the name by which 
it will be called:     The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.’ 

This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

Holy Gospel is taken from Luke 21:25-36: Glory to you O Lord    

21:25 "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
21:26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. 
21:27 Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 
21:28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near." 
21:29 Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 21:30 as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
21:31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
21:32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 
21:33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
21:34 "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 



the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 21:35 like a trap. For it will come upon 
all who live on the face of the whole earth. 
21:36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will 
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.      Praise to you O Christ

Intercessions
Almighty God as the new Church year begins on this Advent Sunday, we give thanks for the first 
glimmers of the light which remind us of the coming of your Son Jesus Christ. 

We believe that your light has the power to overcome all our darkness and pray that throughout the 
Season of Advent we may share in the mystery of your coming into the world. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Loving God we dedicate to you all of the activities organised by our church during Advent and pray 
for all who will attend.  Let it be that through prayer, praise and music they may make their own 
preparations for a Holy Christmas.  

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Today our hopes for our troubled world are for an end to terrorism, an end to the tension in 
Afghanistan, a resolution to the migrant crisis.  Come to your world as King of the Nations and before 
you may rulers stand in silence. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Father God although we are sometimes separated by language and culture from the people we live 
amongst, our hope for our community is to see your will done here on earth as it is in heaven. We 
pray for our neighbours, not only with words, but day by day, that through our actions we might 
demonstrate our Christian faith in a very real sense. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Gracious God we raise before you the ill, the lonely and distressed and especially those without 
hope for the future. We pray for healing, wholeness and hope in their lives and we pray for 
ourselves.  Help us to bring life and love, joy and hope, to those who live in despair. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Merciful God we remember those who have died and pray for those who are bereaved. In particular 

the families and friends of Helen Pyke, Gloria’s cousin, Avis Bradley and Rachel Collinson. May the 

light of Christ which eternally shines bring hope to their dark places. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

Loving God as we go into our Advent journey in faith, we ask you in hope to minister to our needs. 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

From the Rectory - Advent 
Today is Advent Sunday, not only the beginning of the church year, but the day that introduces a 
time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of the birth of Christ at Christmas.   
Bishop Mike is leading an Advent course on Zoom looking at the spiritual disciplines appropriate 
for this period and details on how to join the course are below.  And if you’d like something a 
little bit different this Advent, I’d like to suggest a book that you read like an Advent calendar.  
‘The Christmas Mystery’ by Jostein Gaarder is set 50 years ago when a girl disappeared from her 
home in Norway. She ran after a lamb and found herself travelling right across Europe to 
Palestine, and back through two thousand years to meet the Holy Family in Bethlehem. There she 
met angels, shepherds, wise men and other biblical characters who joined her on her pilgrimage; 
and she heard of many of the things that had happened in the world in the last two thousand 



years.  In present-day Norway, a boy acquires a strange old Advent calendar. Hidden in each of 
the windows is a tiny piece of paper. Little by little these pieces unfold the girl's story and as we 
learn what happened to her, another story is revealed - that of the strange old man who made 
the calendar.  Reading this book has become an Advent tradition for me as I read it for the first 
time over 10 years ago and have read it every year since then, one chapter every day beginning 
on 1st December, never failing to get caught up in the joy of the journey back through time to 
Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus.  If you do decide to read it please let me know what you think 
of it. 

Zoom Course with Bishop Mike - Helpful practices through Advent 
Four Tuesdays starting Tuesday 30 November 7.00pm to 8.30pm  
A course through Advent with Bishop Mike, this time taking a look at some spiritual disciplines, 
habits of mind, heart and body which are seasonally appropriate and offer opportunities for deeper 
formation in Christ.  All very welcome.  Enquiries to Lesley Steed to book please visit 
Eventbrite: https://adventcourse-2021.eventbrite.co.uk We hope as many people as possible will 
enrol for this course 

Your donations are very gladly received at this time of 
considerable need by being left at a Supermarket in the box 
provided. The collection point at Hillside Community Centre 
for the Food Bank is still operational but there are other 

places.  Monetary donations may be made through kindlink which can be 
reached by their website: www.livingit.org.uk  There is a red donate button. 
 

Safeguarding 
This brief summary of the training levels for safeguarding is a reminder to us all that we need to 
make sure that our training is up to date.  
Basic – any person in church who holds a role, for example Welcomer, Flower Arranger, Cleaners, 
Choir members …. And many more 
Foundation – All PCC members, Group helpers for example messy church helpers  
C2 Leadership – Elders, Group Leaders for example Choir leaders, Messy Church Leaders 
This is only a brief summary so if you are unsure about what level of training you are required to 
complete please go to https://www.cofesuffolk.org/for-parishes/promoting-a-safer-
church/safeguarding-training/ for more details. 
If you are unsure if your training is due for renewal, or have any other questions, please contact: 
lisa.hicks@live.co.uk  Lisa is a Diocesan Safeguarding Trainer so will do her best to assist, or direct 
you to others who can. 

Dates 
Tuesday 30 November 7.00pm to 8.30pm Helpful Practices through Advent see above 

Thursday 2nd December 11.30-2pm Knit and Natter, Combs Church Hall, see below 
Saturday 4th December, 10.30am – 12 noon Great Finborough Craft Sale and Coffee Moring in Church 
Sunday 5th December   9.30 am Holy Communion, Harleston 
          9.30 am Holy Communion, Shelland 

       9.30 am Morning Worship Buxhall    
       11.00 am Christingle Service, Combs 
       11.00 am Christingle Service, Great Finborough 

Saturday 11th December Shelland Church Christmas Quiz.  Info from Lisa (lisa.hicks@live.co.uk) 

Today! Parishes and Benefices are, as in previous years, warmly invited to the Cathedral again 
for the traditional annual Candlelit Advent Procession with Bishop Martin, and led by our 
cathedral choristers: 5.00pm this Sunday, 28 November. This atmospheric 'darkness to light' 
service uses readings, music and congregational carols, moving around the liturgical space of the 
cathedral to mark the start of the season of expectation and preparation for the adventus of Christ 
in his incarnation and to his final advent at the end of time. 
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Revds Sarah, Alison and Pauline are available together with members of the Ministry Team for 
conversations with anyone of you.  It is still a worrying and most difficult time.  We still need to 
take care and be sensible. Many of you are doing all you can, as always, to support those in need 
both financially and perhaps more importantly with your time.  We give thanks that our churches 
are now open for services but still subject to regulations.                 

“Come to Forgiveness” a reflection by Alison and Andy : https://youtu.be/6EmBK-07wMk 

Bible Study Group 
See above Advent Group. 

Wednesday Mornings in Trinity Hall, Onehouse 
 9.30am Wednesdays Said Holy Communion followed by Coffee & Cake at 10.30am. 

All Welcome 

Saturday Morning Prayer on Zoom 10am 
Here is the link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84537834344?pwd=dmZRdXpkbXNpUk15aVNjdzMwdmg5dz09  
Meeting ID: 845 3783 4344 Passcode: 916836  

All most welcome  

Meet up Mondays  
10.30am to 12.30pm in Combs Church Hall, Poplar Hill, Combs Ford IP14 3EH. Next meeting 13th 
December. 

Knit and Natter 
Thursday 2nd December 11.30-2pm, Bring a Light Lunch. Combs Church Hall, Poplar Hill Combs 
Ford, IP14 3EH. If you want to know more phone Jenny 01449 615956. 

All most welcome 

Mondays @ 4pm 
On Zoom each week for anyone who wishes to join for  
an informal chat with a cup of tea and biscuit. 
This has just restarted and we hope as many people  
who would like to come will join us. 
Contact details from Canon Pauline or Lisa or this link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89865903589?pwd=RzNtZFM1eGN4dHY5NFJGSTg3QjlIZz09 
Meeting ID: 898 6590 3589   Passcode: 614043 

All most welcome  

Please remember the families and loved ones of those who have recently died 
Helen Pyke, Gloria’s cousin, Avis Bradley and Rachel Collinson 

May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory 

All events are subject to change according to regulation 
Morning Prayer on Saturdays at 10am – please see above or ask for details 

As a Group of Churches we are committed to promoting a 'Safer Church' for all. 
Information relating to Safeguarding is available in all our churches and from our Diocesan Website 

https://www.cofesuffolk.org.safeguarding 
This pew sheet is also now published on village websites including Combs Village 

 http://www.combsvillage.org.uk/st-marys-church/pew-sheets/ 

Rector: Revd Sarah Jenkins 01449 676065 revdsarahjenkins@gmail.com  
Associate Priest: Rev Canon Pauline Higham 01449 771791 paulinehigham@googlemail.com  
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